
  

LORA Based Forest Fire Detection System 

Dr. T. Shesagiri1, Dr. S. Aleem Basha2, K.Radhika3, A.Sumanaswi4, P.Abhishek5 

1Dr. T. Shesagiri ,Associate Professor, Department of Information Technology, Joginpally B R Engineering 

College, Yenkepally ,Hyderabad. 

2Dr. S. Aleem Basha ,Associate Professor, Department of Information Technology, Joginpally B R Engineering 

College, Yenkepally ,Hyderabad. 

3K.Radhika, , Department of Information Technology, Joginpally B R Engineering College. 

4A.Sumanaswi, , Department of Information Technology, Joginpally B R Engineering College. 

5P.Abhishek, , Department of Information Technology, Joginpally B R Engineering College. 

Abstract—Forest fires pose a significant threat to ecological systems, wildlife, and human 

life. Early detection and rapid response are crucial to minimizing the damage caused by such 

disasters. Traditional monitoring systems often rely on satellite imaging or human surveillance, 

which may delay detection and increase response time. This project presents a LoRa (Long 

Range)-based forest fire monitoring system that offers a low-cost, energy-efficient, and 

scalable solution for real-time fire detection in remote forest areas.The proposed system uses 

IoT sensors to continuously monitor environmental parameters such as temperature, humidity, 

and smoke levels. These sensors are connected to LoRa transceivers, which transmit data over 

long distances with minimal power consumption. A LoRa gateway collects the sensor data and 

sends it to a central monitoring server, where it is analyzed in real-time. If critical thresholds 

are exceeded, the system triggers alerts for immediate action.The use of LoRaWAN enables 

wide coverage with low infrastructure requirements, making it ideal for deployment in forests 

where cellular or Wi-Fi connectivity is limited. The system supports real-time alerts, data 

logging, and remote monitoring, enhancing situational awareness for forest authorities. 

This project demonstrates the effectiveness of LoRa technology in environmental monitoring 

and highlights its potential as a reliable early warning system for forest fire prevention and 

control. Forest fires are among the most devastating natural disasters, causing significant 

environmental destruction, loss of biodiversity, and economic damage. Timely detection and 

response are essential to prevent such disasters from escalating. However, conventional forest 

fire monitoring systems—such as satellite imaging and manual patrolling—suffer from 

limitations like high cost, limited real-time capability, and poor coverage in remote areas. 

To address these challenges, this project proposes a LoRa (Long Range Radio)-based Internet 

of Things (IoT) system for early detection and monitoring of forest fires. The system leverages 

the low power, long-range communication capabilities of LoRa to enable efficient transmission 

of sensor data from deep forest areas to a central monitoring station. 

Keywords— LoRa technology, fire alert system, LCD module, buzzer, IoT (Internet of Things), 

wireless sensor networks, environmental monitoring, early warning system, disaster 

management, remote sensing 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

A LoRa-based Forest Fire Monitoring System is an advanced solution designed to detect and 

monitor forest fires in real-time using LoRa (Long Range) technology. LoRa is a low-power, 

wide-area network (LPWAN) technology that enables wireless communication over long 

distances, making it particularly well-suited for remote areas such as forests. The system utilizes 

a variety of sensors, including temperature, humidity, smoke, and gas sensors, to detect the early 
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signs of a forest fire. These sensors are strategically placed throughout forest areas, and they 

transmit data over the LoRa network to a central server, allowing for continuous and real-time 

monitoring.One of the primary advantages of LoRa technology is its long-range communication 

capability, which can cover distances of several kilometers, even in the most remote forest 

locations. This is crucial for forest fire detection, as many of these areas lack cellular 

infrastructure or reliable power sources. LoRa-based systems are also highly energy-efficient, 

allowing the sensors to operate on batteries for extended periods, often for years without the need 

for frequent maintenance. This makes the system highly suitable for use in remote forests where 

traditional power sources may be unavailable.The system’s architecture is scalable, enabling the 

addition of more sensors or monitoring stations to cover larger forest areas. The data gathered 

from the sensors is analyzed in real-time to detect fire anomalies, and in the event of a potential 

fire, automated alerts are sent to local authorities and fire departments, significantly reducing 

response times and potentially saving lives and property. Furthermore, the system’s low-cost 

sensors and minimal power consumption make it a cost-effective solution for forest fire 

monitoring, especially when compared to satellite or cellular-based systems.In conclusion, the 

LoRa-based Forest Fire Monitoring System provides an innovative and efficient way to detect 

and manage forest fires, offering real-time alerts, scalability, and low power consumption, all 

while being cost-effective. This system is a powerful tool for enhancing forest fire prevention 

efforts, protecting wildlife, and mitigating the impact of forest fires on the environment and 

communities. 

2 .LITERATURE SURVEY 

The use of LoRa-based forest fire monitoring systems has gained considerable attention in recent 

years due to the need for early detection and real-time monitoring of forest fires in remote 

anlarge-scale forest areas. Traditional fire monitoring systems, such as satellite-based or cellular 

network systems, often face limitations in terms of coverage, power consumption, and 

infrastructure costs. LoRa, with its long-range, low-power capabilities, offers a promising 

solution for overcoming these challenges. Several studies have explored the application of LoRa 

technology in environmental monitoring, including forest fire detection. 

In a study by Gao et al. (2020), the authors highlighted the potential of LoRa-based networks for 

environmental monitoring, including its ability to provide low-power, wide-area communication 

for forest fire detection. The system proposed in their study incorporated various environmental 

sensors such as temperature, smoke, and humidity sensors. These sensors were deployed at 

different locations within a forest area, and the data collected was transmitted over LoRa to a 

central gateway. The system successfully demonstrated the feasibility of using LoRa for long-

range communication, particularly in areas where traditional communication infrastructure is 

unavailable. 

Another significant contribution came from Mocanu et al. (2021), who implemented a LoRa-

based system specifically for fire detection in forest environments. They focused on integrating 

low-cost sensors that could detect early signs of forest fires, such as changes in temperature and 

the presence of smoke. Their system was designed to operate autonomously, with sensors 

powered by batteries that lasted for extended periods, making it ideal for remote locations. The 

results showed that LoRa’s ability to support a wide-area network with minimal power 

consumption made it a viable choice for forest fire monitoring in large, inaccessible regions. 
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Fig.1. Statistics of number of fires taken place in India from 2001 to 2022 
 

Fig. 2. Map illustrating forest coverage and historical hotspots of forest fires across India. 
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3. EXISTING SYSTEM 

Existing LoRa-based forest fire monitoring systems typically employ a network of strategically 

placed sensor nodes throughout the forest, each equipped with various sensors like temperature, 

humidity, gas, and sometimes infrared or particulate matter detectors. These nodes utilize a 

microcontroller to manage sensor data and a LoRa transceiver for long-range, low-power 

wireless communication. Data from these distributed sensors is transmitted to one or more 

strategically located LoRa gateways, which act as central hubs, bridging the LoRa network to the 

internet or other communication networks. The gateways then forward the collected data to a 

central cloud platform or server where it is securely stored, processed, and analyzed using 

algorithms and machine learning to identify anomalies indicative of a forest fire. This analysis 

often powers a data visualization dashboard, providing real-time insights into environmental 

conditions and potential fire locations. When a potential fire is detected, the system automatically 

generates alerts, sending notifications to relevant authorities with location information (if GPS is 

integrated) and severity assessments. Advanced systems may incorporate additional features such 

as image or video transmission from UAVs or fixed cameras, integration with GIS for spatial 

analysis, and even community-based reporting features, all aiming to provide early warnings and 

facilitate rapid response to forest fire incidents. 

Challenges in Existing Forest Fire Monitoring Systems (that LoRa-based systems aim to 

address): 

 Delayed Response Times: Traditional detection methods can be slow, leading to delayed 

responses and larger, more damaging fires.    

 High Costs of Traditional Systems: Satellite imagery, aerial surveillance, and extensive 

wired sensor networks can be expensive to implement and maintain. 

 Power Constraints: Deploying and powering sensors in remote locations can be 

challenging for traditional wireless technologies with higher power consumption.    

 False Alarms: Existing systems can be prone to false alarms, wasting resources and 

reducing trust in the system. 

 Lack of Real-time Data: Obtaining real-time data on environmental conditions and fire 

incidents is crucial for effective early response. 

 Communication Infrastructure Limitations: Remote forest areas often lack reliable 

communication infrastructure for transmitting alerts and data. 

4. PROPOSED SYSTEM 
 

A proposed LoRa-based forest fire monitoring system aims to significantly enhance early 

detection and response capabilities. Building upon existing systems, it envisions incorporating 

more sophisticated and diverse sensor arrays within the distributed nodes. Beyond basic 

temperature and humidity sensors, these nodes could include advanced multi-gas sensors capable 

of detecting a wider range of volatile organic compounds indicative of early-stage combustion, 

as well as more sensitive particulate matter sensors capable of identifying even minute smoke 

particles. To improve accuracy and reduce false positives, some proposed systems suggest 

integrating complementary sensing modalities like acoustic sensors to detect the crackling sound 

of fire or even miniature weather stations to provide a more holistic understanding of 

environmental conditions. Furthermore, advancements in low-power image sensors or thermal 

imagers could be incorporated at strategic locations or on mobile nodes (e.g., attached to drones) 

to provide visual confirmation of potential fires. 

While a complete, universally applicable formula for a LoRa-based forest fire monitoring system 
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is not feasible due to the system's complexity and reliance on various environmental factors and 

machine learning algorithms, we can outline some key formulas and concepts that underpin its 

functionality and analysis: 

1. Signal Strength and Link Budget Calculation (LoRa Communication): 
The success of LoRa communication depends on the link budget, which is the total gain minus 

the total losses in a communication system. A simplified formula for the received signal strength 

(RSSI) can be represented as:    

RSSI=Pt+Gt−Lp+Gr−Lc 

Where: 

 RSSI = Received Signal Strength (dBm) 

 Pt = Transmitted Power (dBm) 

 Gt = Transmitter Antenna Gain (dBi) 

 Lp = Path Loss (dB) - This is highly dependent on the environment (forest density, terrain, 

obstacles) and distance. Empirical models or free-space path loss (FSPL) can be used as 

approximations:  

o FSPL(dB)=20log10(d)+20log10(f)−147.55 (where d is distance in meters and f is 

frequency in MHz) 

   

 Gr = Receiver Antenna Gain (dBi) 

 Lc = Cable Losses and other system losses (dB) 

The Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR) is also crucial for reliable communication: 

SNR=RSSI−NoiseFloor 

A higher SNR indicates a stronger and clearer signal.    

2. Sensor Data Analysis - Thresholding: 
A basic method for initial fire detection involves setting thresholds for sensor readings. For 

example: 

 Temperature Anomaly: If Tcurrent>Tbaseline+ΔTthreshold (where Tcurrent is the 

current temperature, Tbaseline is a historical average or recent reading, and ΔTthreshold 

is a predefined temperature increase threshold). 

 Humidity Drop: If Hcurrent<Hbaseline−ΔHthreshold (where H represents humidity and 

ΔHthreshold is a predefined humidity decrease threshold). 

 Gas Concentration: If Cgas>Cthreshold (where Cgas is the concentration of a specific 

gas like CO or smoke, and Cthreshold is a predefined concentration threshold). 

These are simple rules and often form the basis for more complex algorithms. 

3. Machine Learning for Fire Detection (Conceptual): 

While the specific formulas within machine learning models (like neural networks, support 

vector machines, or decision trees) are complex and depend on the chosen algorithm and training 

data, the general concept involves a function f that maps sensor inputs to a probability or 

classification of fire: 

P(Fire∣Sensor_Data)=f(T,H,Gas1,Gas2,PM,...) 

The function f is learned from historical data where fires occurred and where they didn't, based 

on the corresponding sensor readings. This often involves statistical methods and optimization 

algorithms during the training phase. 

4. Rate of Change Analysis: 

Instead of just absolute values, the rate of change of sensor readings can be a strong indicator of 

a developing fire: 

 Rate of Temperature Increase: dtdT>RT_threshold (where RT_threshold is a 

predefined rate of temperature increase). 

 Rate of Humidity Decrease: dtdH<−RH_threshold (where RH_threshold is a predefined 

rate of humidity decrease). 
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5. METHODOLOGY 
 

The methodology for a LoRa-based forest fire monitoring system typically involves a structured 

approach encompassing several key phases, from initial planning to ongoing maintenance. Here's 

a breakdown of the common methodology: 

1. Requirement Analysis and System Design: 
 Define Objectives: Clearly outline the goals of the system, such as early fire detection, 

rapid alert generation, coverage area, acceptable false alarm rate, and budget constraints. 

 Identify Key Parameters: Determine the critical environmental parameters to be 

monitored (temperature, humidity, various gases, particulate matter, etc.) based on the 

local forest type and fire risk factors. 

 Sensor Selection: Choose appropriate sensors based on accuracy, power consumption, 

cost, and suitability for the harsh forest environment. Consider integrating diverse sensor 

types for redundancy and improved detection accuracy. 

 Node Design: Design the sensor node hardware, including the microcontroller, LoRa 

transceiver, power management unit (considering battery life and potential for solar 

power), and sensor interfaces. Consider enclosure design for environmental protection. 

 Network Architecture: Plan the deployment strategy for sensor nodes (density, 

placement based on topography and risk areas), and determine the optimal locations and 

number of LoRa gateways to ensure adequate coverage. 

6.WORKING PRINCIPLE 
The working principle of a LoRa-based forest fire monitoring system hinges on a network of 

strategically deployed, low-power sensor nodes that continuously monitor crucial environmental 

parameters such as temperature, humidity, and the presence of indicative gases like carbon 

monoxide or volatile organic compounds. These sensor nodes utilize LoRa (Long Range) 

wireless technology to transmit their readings over significant distances to one or more central 

gateways. The gateways then forward this data to a cloud-based platform where it undergoes 

intelligent processing and analysis using algorithms, often incorporating machine learning, to 

detect patterns and anomalies indicative of a potential forest fire.  
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7.RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

LoRa-based wildfire surveillance systems aim to detect and monitor wildfires in remote areas 

where traditional wired communications infrastructure is limited or unavailable. These systems 

typically consist of a network of sensors distributed throughout the forest region 
 

 

Fig . 4. Realtime sound value in LCD The above result shows that the sound value of the 

surrounding of the system shown as sound values 263 decibels. 
 

 

 

Fig. 5. Realtime Fire value in LCD The above result shows that the fire value of the surrounding 

of the system shown as fire values ‘0’. 
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8.CONCLUSION 

LoRa-based forest fire monitoring systems present a compelling and increasingly viable solution 

for the critical challenge of early fire detection and management. By leveraging the long-range, 

low-power capabilities of LoRa technology, these systems enable the deployment of cost-

effective and scalable sensor networks across vast and often remote forest areas. The continuous 

monitoring of key environmental parameters, coupled with intelligent data analysis in the cloud, 

allows for the early identification of potential fire incidents, significantly reducing response times 

and minimizing the devastating impact of wildfires on ecosystems, property, and human life. 

While ongoing research and development continue to refine sensor technologies, algorithms, and 

system integration, the existing and proposed methodologies demonstrate the significant 

potential of LoRa-based systems to enhance forest fire prevention and mitigation efforts, 

contributing to more resilient and sustainable forest management practices in regions like 

Hyderabad, Telangana, India, and across the globe. 
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